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EOMEMAKERS'  CHAT  RELEASE  ON  RECEIPT 

(Do  not  release  after  Nov. 16) 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "FOOD  SHOPPING  TIPS  FOR  THANKSGIVING. "    Information  from  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  and  the  Consumers'  Counsel,  U. S.D.A. 

— 00O00 — 

Maybe  you  haven't  started  thinking  about  buying  food  for  Thanksgiving 
dinner.    But  it  won't  be  long  nor.    To  help  you  out  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture sends  information  on  supplies  and  prices  of  holiday  foods.    The  predic- 
tions are  that  the  United  States  will  have  about  as  much  food  this  Thanksgiving 
as  last — and  that's  a  lot.     The  markets  will  have  more  of  some  foods  like  turkeys 
and  less  of  others  like  cranberries,  but  on  the  whole  food  supplies  even  up  pretty 
well. 

Here's  the  news  about  supplies  and  prices  of  turkeys.     Turkeys  are  making  a 
record  for  Thanksgiving  1940.    More  turkeys  will  be  on  the  market  this  month  than 
ever  before.     The  1940  turkey  crop  is  about  a  third  larger  than  the  average  crop, 
and  one  percent  above  last  year's  large  crop.    Farmers  are  selling  their  turkeys 
earlier  thsji  usual  this  year.    And  turkeys  are  heavier. 

Now  about  turkey  prices.     Tom  turkeys  usually  sell  at  lower  prices  a  pound 
than  hen  turkeys.     This  year  the  difference  in  price  bstween  hens  and  toms  is  un- 
usually large.    Wholesale  prices  of  young  hens  have  been  running  5  cents  above  the 
price  of  heavier  weight  toms.     This  is  because  the  market  happens  to  have  an  un- 
usually large  supply  of  heavy  turkeys  this  year.     In  New  York  City  recently  the 
price  of  turkeys  on  retail  markets  was  about  a  cent  less  than  a  year  ago. 

You  may  be  planning  to  have  chicken  instead  of  turkey  for  Thanksgiving 
dinner.  Here's  the  news  about  poultry  on  the  market  this  month:  fewer  young 
chickens  but  more  fowl — that  is, more  poultry  over  a  year  old.    Recently  fowls  were 


selling  in  retail  markets  in  New  York  City  for  2  cents  a  pound  less  than  a  year 
ago.    Roasting  chickens  were  selling  for  3  cents  more  a  pound. 

How  for  the  news  about  meat  on  the  market.    The  United  States  has  about  as 
much  pork,  lamb  and  "beef  as  a  year  ago.    But  before  long  markets  will  not  have  sa 
much  pork.    After  Thanksgiving  pork  supplies  will  he  about  10  percent  lower  than 
they  have  been  during  the  last  12  months.    As  for  lamb,  how  much  of  it  comes  to 
market  this  month  will  depend  on  whether  growers  keep  their  lambs  for  wool  next 
spring.     From  the  looks  of  things  right  now,  supplies  of  lamb  this  month  will  be 
about  the  same  as  a  year  ago.    Just  to  give  you  an  idea  how  meat  prices  are  run- 
ning, here  are  recent  figures  from  retail  meat  markets  in  New  York:    beef  prices 
from  3  to  4  cents  a  pound  higher  than  a  year  ago;  fresh  and  smoked  pork  2  to  3 
cents  a  pound  lower;  lamb  slightly  lower. 

So  much  for  meat.    Now  for  news  about  other  Thanksgiving  food.    First,  cran- 
berries.   Not  nearly  so  many  cranberries  this  year  as  last.     The  crop  is  about  20 
percent  lower.    But  that  doesn't  mean  any  scarcity  of  cranberries.    We'll  still 
have  more  cranberries  than  we  have  had  in  other  recent  years.    Cranberry  prices 
are  likely  to  be  up  some.    Recently  wholesale  prices  of  cranberries  were  4  cents 
a  pound  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

One  of  the  favorite  stuffings  for  turkey  is  chestnut  stuffing.    This  year 
chestnuts  will  be  few  and  far  between.    Most  chestnuts  on  sale  in  November  markets 
come  from  Italy.    And  because  of  the  war  imports  aren't  coming  in  from  Italy.  So 
you  can  see  why  the  wholesale  price  of  chestnuts  in  New  York  City  recently  was  16 
cents  a  pound  instead  of  8  to  10  cents  a  pound  as  it  was  last  year. 

As  for  potatoes,  the  predictions  are  that  the  markets  will  have  more  white 
potatoes  but  fewer  sweet  potatoes  than  last  year.    The  white  potato  crop  is  about 
average  size,  but  the  sweetpotato  crop  is  the  third  smallest  in  the  past  10  years. 
However,  sweetpotato  prices  in  New  York  City  recently  were  only  slightly  above 
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white  potatoes,  and  white  potatoes  were  selling  at  a  cent  a  pound  less  than  last 
year. 

JJow^about  vegetables.    Look  for  plenty  of  "both  onions  and  cabbage.  Both 
crops  this  fall  are  the  second  largest  on  record.     However,  the  markets  will  have 
fewer  onions  than  last  year  but  more  cabbage.     Recently  in  New  York  cabbage  was 
selling  for  less  than  a  year  ago  and  onions  for  about  the  same  price.    As  for  the 
tender  vegetables  coming  from  the  warmer  parts  of  the  country,  the  markets  should 
have  more  than  last  year  unless  bad  weather  sets  in  before  Thanksgiving.     And  if 
you're  buying  canned  vegetables  here's  news.     Supplies  of  canned  vegetables  ^re 
above  average, and  the  fourth  largest  on  record,  More  canned  peas  than  last  year 
but  less  canned  corn,   string  beans  and  tomatoes. 

Now  about  dairy  products  and  eggs.    More  dairy  products  but  fewer  eggs  than 
a  year  ago.    The  retail  price  of  Grade  A  eggs  in  New  York  recently  was  3  cents  a 
dozen  higher  than  a  year  ago,  and  Grade  B  eggs  were  up  one  cent.     Butter  prices 
were  one  cent  a  pound  higher. 

The  last  news  today  is  about  fresh  fruit  for  Thanksgiving.     Reports  say 
citrus  crops  are  record  size  this  year,  but  marketing  controls  will  hold  back  some. 
Nevertheless  you  can  expect  to  see  more  oranges,  tangerines  and  grapefruit  on  the 
market  this  winter  than  in  recent  years.    Apples  aren't  quite  so  plentiful  this 
fall  but  the  markets  have  many  more  pears  than  usual. 

And  that's  all  the  food  shopping  tips  for  today.     Listen  for  more  in  a 
couple  of  weeks. 


